
EXPLORING MYTHS AND LEGENDS 
SYLLABUS 

COURSE OVERVIEW 

Exploring Myths & Legends invites students to journey through the mythological traditions of 
cultures around the world. From the ancient gods of Greece and Egypt to creation stories 
from the Americas and Asia, students will uncover how myths express the values, fears, 
and beliefs of the societies that created them. The course examines common archetypes, 
symbols, and themes that connect these stories across time and place, revealing the 
universal patterns of the human experience. 

Students will analyze myths and legends through close reading, comparative analysis, and 
creative interpretation. Lessons guide students to explore hero archetypes, creation myths, 
and cultural symbolism while developing critical thinking and communication skills. 
Assessments include both analytical and creative projects that encourage students to 
express their understanding through writing, art, performance, or media. 

By the end of the course, students will not only recognize the enduring influence of myth in 
literature, art, and modern storytelling but will also gain insight into how these timeless 
narratives shape our understanding of the world and ourselves. 

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES 
BIG IDEAS 

• Myths and legends reveal the values, beliefs, and worldviews of the cultures that 
created them. 

• Across cultures and time periods, similar themes, archetypes, and symbols appear, 
reflecting shared human experiences. 

• Storytelling serves as a way for societies to explain the natural world, human 
behavior, and the mysteries of life and death. 

• Myths and legends influence modern literature, art, and media, continuing to shape 
cultural identity and imagination today. 



• Exploring mythology encourages us to reflect on universal questions about purpose, 
morality, and the human condition. 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 

• Myths and legends express the collective values, beliefs, and fears of a culture, 
helping people make sense of the world around them. 

• Universal archetypes, symbols, and themes connect stories from different times and 
places, revealing common aspects of human experience. 

• Storytelling is a powerful tool for transmitting knowledge, explaining the unknown, 
and exploring moral and philosophical questions. 

• Modern literature, art, and media continue to draw on mythological structures and 
motifs, showing the timeless relevance of these stories. 

• Studying myths and legends deepens our understanding of ourselves and our 
connections to others across cultures and generations. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

• How do myths and legends reflect the values and beliefs of the cultures that created 
them? 

• What universal patterns and archetypes can we find across different mythological 
traditions? 

• In what ways do myths help people explain and understand their world? 

• How do ancient myths continue to influence modern storytelling and cultural identity? 

• What can myths teach us about human nature and our search for meaning? 

ASSIGNMENT DESCRIPTIONS 
• Readings - Students will engage with a variety of myths and legends from different 

cultures. Each reading is accompanied by an acitivty that will help students deepen 
understanding and connect stories across time and place. 

• Quizzes - Throughout the course, students will complete short quizzes with varying 
response types to assess comprehension of key ideas, symbols, archetypes, and 
themes. Quizzes emphasize understanding rather than memorization. 



• Exploration Activities - – These activities invite students to engage more deeply 
with the myths and concepts presented in each lesson. Exploration Activities may 
include interactive media, research tasks, short creative responses, or analytical 
exercises that encourage curiosity and independent thinking. Each activity is 
designed to help students apply what they have learned, make connections across 
cultures, and explore how mythological ideas continue to appear in literature, art, 
and modern storytelling. 

• Final Projects – The culminating experience allows students to synthesize what 
they have learned about mythology and cultural symbolism through two major 
creative or analytical projects. Students will choose from a list of project options to 
express their understanding in meaningful and original ways. 

• Concept Checks - Concept Checks are intended as self-assessments for students 
to determine where their strengths and weaknesses are in their understanding of the 
unit concepts. Concept Checks will also serve as a way for students to communicate 
with their instructors about questions they may have about the unit. Every other 
concept check will require the students to meet with their instructor to discuss their 
learning in a one-on-one live meeting and are labeled as Concept Check 
Conversation. They are meant to be a time for students to reflect on their learning 
and discuss this reflection with their instructor. Directions on how to schedule this 
meeting will be provided in the concept check. 

GRADING POLICY 
Students are expected to obtain 80% or greater mastery for each unit.  Students who score 
less than this are provided extra support and guidance in order to achieve this level of 
mastery. Students scoring 80% or greater but who wish for an even higher score can 
request to continue refining their work toward a higher level of mastery (as well as a higher 
grade).  
 
Grades are determined by dividing the total points earned by the total points possible.  All 
activities are given a point value and are weighted equally. 

High scores will be taken for each assignment and quiz. Students are expected to complete 
each assignment at Mastery level (80%) or higher. 

Grades will be calculated as follows: 



Scores in each category will be added together and divided by total possible points for that 
category and then multiplied by the weight of the category. 

CATEGORY WEIGHTS 

• Assessment = 90% 

• Concept Checks = 10% 

GRADE SCALE: 

 

 
 
 

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS 
PREREQUISITE SKILLS 

Before you begin, you should be able to: 

• Complete basic operations with a word processing software. 

• Complete basic operations with presentation software. 

• Perform online research using various search engines. 

• Communicate through email. 

CONTACT TECHNICAL SUPPORT 
1. Check the technical support webpage to see if your issue is listed. 

2. If your technical issue is not addressed on the technical support page then fill out a 
support ticket. 

Percentage Letter Grade GPA 

95 - 100 A 4.0 

90 - 94.9 A- 3.7 

87 - 89.9 B+ 3.3 

83 - 86.9 B 3.0 

80 - 82.9 B- 2.7 

https://www.cmasas.org/technical-support
https://www.cmasas.org/technical-support-contact


CMASAS HONOR CODE 
CMASAS is a virtual community where we want all who join our school to feel valued. As a 
member of our community you have a responsibility to help build this type of environment 
by following our school's honor code. The honor code is outlined in the Parent-Student 
Handbook but we have provided a brief overview below. 

• Global citizenship: Students are responsible for good behavior in our virtual 
hallways, just as they are in a classroom or a school hallway. Always use a 
computer in a way that shows consideration and respect. You are not to use 
obscene, profane, threatening, or disrespectful language. CMASAS expects 
students to adhere to the local and country laws applicable to them. 

• Act with academic integrity: Integrity and authenticity of student work is something 
that we take very seriously at CMASAS. Do not cut, copy, or plagiarize internet 
content or the work of your online classmates. 

• Be mindful of copyrights: Just as copying someone's writing is considered 
plagiarizing, so is the act of using someone else's photo, comic, joke, or quote 
without giving proper credit to its creator or author. 

• Be kind: Communicate in a respectful and kind way, keeping comments and subject 
matter in posts appropriate. 

• Don't troll: Avoid hijacking conversation threads for personal gain or steering 
conversation toward off-topic subjects or personal attacks toward another user. 

• Be sensitive to privacy: Always limit your audience to a need-to-know basis. 

• Limit the spread of spam: Spam is the equivalent of junk mail that clogs email 
inboxes and offers little professional or personal value while potentially opening up 
the users to hacking. 

• Use proper spelling and grammar: Communicate with others using proper spelling 
and grammar. Save acronyms, web jargon, and shorthand for its prospective 
audience if it must be used at all. 

• Exercise self-control and open mindedness: All students should exercise self-
control, think before speaking, and look for value in the opinions of others. 

• Be respectful: CMASAS requires that all comments made and opposing viewpoints 
expressed be done in nonconfrontational and respectful manner. 



• Consider consequences and protect yourself: Think about the social 
consequences of any publicly accessible online community forum or other program 
you interact with. 

• Follow school policies: All students must follow CMASAS school policies listed at 
the end of the Parent-Student Handbook. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

Academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five values: honesty, 
trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. Supporting and affirming these values is 
essential to promoting and maintaining a high level of academic integrity. Each member of 
the academic community must stand accountable for his or her actions. As a result, a 
community develops in which students learn the responsibilities of citizenship and how to 
contribute honorably to their professions. 

The first responsibility for academic integrity lies with individual students and faculty 
members of this community. A violation of academic integrity is an act harmful to all other 
students, faculty, and the school. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the 
fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated. Members of the 
CMASAS community are expected to foster in their own work the spirit of academic honesty 
and not to tolerate its abuse by others. This Academic Integrity Policy encompasses the 
duration of the student's enrollment with CMASAS. 

Students are expected to practice responsible and honest behavior. Acts of academic 
dishonesty will not be tolerated at CMASAS and typical offenses are listed but not limited to 
the following: 

• Copying material from other sources and claiming it as your own without citation. 

• Soliciting answers from other students, online forums, or search engines. 

• Intentional falsification or invention of date, citation, or other authority in an academic 
exercise. 

• Taking someone else's work or ideas as your own, with or without their consent, by 
incorporating it into your work without full acknowledgment. 

• Theft or alteration of materials. 

 


