
COURSE OVERVIEW 

This course explores the history of the United States from the aftermath of the 
Civil War to the present day. Students will examine Reconstruction, 
industrialization, immigration, reform movements, and America’s growing role 
in world affairs through the World Wars, the Cold War, and into the 21st 
century. Special attention is given to social, political, and economic changes as 
well as the struggles for civil rights and equality. By analyzing primary and 
secondary sources, students will develop historical thinking skills, connect past 
events to present issues, and gain a deeper understanding of the triumphs and 
challenges that have shaped the nation. 

COURSE LENGTH 

1 Semester 

REQUIRED TEXT 

None 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

• Evaluate an historical source (primary and secondary) for point of view
and historical context. 

• Gather and analyze historical information, including contradictory data,
from a variety of primary and secondary sources, including sources 
located on the Internet, to support or reject hypotheses. 
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• Differentiate between facts and historical interpretations, recognizing that 
a historian’s narrative reflects his or her judgment about the significance 
of particular facts. 

• Identify and explain the causes of the Civil War. 

• Recall key people, events, and battles of the Civil War. 

• Explain the outcomes and significance of the Civil War. 

• Define the major problems facing the nation and the South at the war's 
conclusion. 

• Explain the conflicts between the president and congress in directing 
Reconstruction. 

• Discuss white southern opposition to congressional Reconstruction. 

• Assess the successes and failures of Reconstruction. 

• Explain the social, political, and economic changes in the US following the 
Civil War and Reconstruction. 

• Describe the social changes brought on by industrialization, especially its 
impact on American workers. 

• Describe the positive and negative aspects of life in large American cities. 

• Discuss how the American economy came to be dominated by giant trusts 
such as those headed by John Rockefeller and Andrew Carnegie. 

• Explain the successes and failures of the labor movement in the latter 
nineteenth century. 

• Describe the political corruption at the local, state, and national levels and 
the attempts to clean up Gilded Age politics. 

• Discuss the causes and results of warfare between Native Americans and 
westward settlers. 

• Describe the challenges faced by those settling the West. 

• Analyze the rapid growth and decline of the cattle and mining frontiers. 

• Explain the factors that led to the rise of the Populists, as well as their 
decline after 1896. 

• Discuss the origins and goals of the progressive movement. 

• Analyze the impact of the progressive movement at the local, state, and 
national levels - including the role of the progressive presidents. 

• Explain why America abandoned isolationism and began looking outward 
at the end of the nineteenth century. 

• Analyze the consequences and significance of the Spanish-American War. 



• Discuss the impact of Presidents Roosevelt, Taft, and Wilson in leading 
America into a position of a regional and world power. 

• Identify and analyze the causes and significant events of World War I and 
their impact. 

• Examine the reasons why the US remained neutral at the beginning of 
WWI, but later joined the war effort. 

• Assess the political, economic, social, and cultural effects of the war on 
the US. 

• Identify the characteristics of social conflict and social change that took 
place in the early 1920s. 

• Explain how the era's cultural changes affected women and African-
Americans. 

• Assess the political, economic, social, and cultural effects of the war on 
the US. 

• Identify the characteristics of social conflict and social change that took 
place in the 1920s. 

• Explain how the era's cultural changes affected women and African-
Americans. 

• Identify and explain the economic factors that contributed to the stock 
market crash of 1929 and the Great Depression. 

• Explain the economic, environmental, and social impact of the Great 
Depression and the New Deal on American society. 

• Describe circumstances at home and abroad prior to U.S. involvement in 
World War II. 

• Discuss America's attempts to remain neutral and the events that 
ultimately pulled us into World War II. 

• Analyze the war's effects on the American homefront, including regional 
migration, race relations, and women's roles. 

• Describe the military efforts that brought an Allied victory, including the 
use of the atomic bomb. 

• Evaluate the social, political, technological, and economic impacts of 
World War II. 

• Analyze the origins of the Cold War. 

• Discuss America's plan to contain communism through the Truman 
Doctrine, the Marshall Plan, and NATO. 

• Discuss the effects of McCarthyism and its impact on a second “Red 
Scare”. 



• List the basic elements of Eisenhower's foreign policy. 

• Discuss the changes in American "mass culture" in the 1950s. 

• Analyze the role of the Supreme Court in promoting the Civil Rights 
Movement. 

• Discuss the impact of Martin Luther King within the Civil Rights 
movement. 

• Analyze the successes and failures of the Civil Rights movement. 

• Identify the political, social, and cultural upheavals of the 1960s and 
1970s and explain why Americans wanted a return to smaller government 
and conservative ideas. 

• Describe the events of the Cold War in the 1960s and the impact on 
economic, political, and social life in America. 

• Describe and evaluate the political and social impact of the Vietnam War. 

• Describe the ideas of a youthful counterculture that was critical of the 
traditional values of many Americans. 

• Discuss Reagan’s administration and the social and political changes that 
occurred. 

• Discuss the sweeping changes in world affairs in the early 1990s that 
change the face of world politics. 

• Assess increasing global interdependence, the potential for conflict, and 
the U.S. role in world events in the present and future. 

• Identify the major contemporary social, environmental, and political 
issues (e.g., immigration, global warming, terrorism), the groups 
involved, and the controversies engendered by those issues. 

• Discuss the impact of recent constitutional amendments, court rulings, 
and federal legislation on United States’ citizens. 

• Assess the impact of twenty-first century terrorist activity on American 
society. 

ASSIGNMENT DESCRIPTIONS 
• Quizzes - You will complete a quiz after every lesson. This quiz should 

serve as a review of the lesson. You can take the quiz as many times as 
you want. 

• Projects - Projects are creative, performance-based tasks that help you 
apply what you’ve learned in each unit. In these projects, you take on a 
specific Role, address a real Audience, work within a historical Situation, 
and create a Product that demonstrates your understanding. Each task is 



designed to connect history to lived experiences, encourage perspective-
taking, and let you show mastery in a creative, authentic way. 

• Artifacts Analysis - Primary and secondary sources are firsthand 
accounts that provide glimpses into the past. By analyzing these artifacts, 
students can better understand ancient cultures and historical events. 

• Concept Checks - Concept Checks are intended as self-assessments for 
students to determine where their strengths and weaknesses are in their 
understanding of the unit concepts. Concept Checks will also serve as a 
way for students to communicate their instructors about questions they 
may have about the unit. Every other concept checks will require the 
students to meet with their instructor to discuss their learning in a one-
on-one live meeting, and are labeled as Concept Check Conversation. 
They are meant to be a time for students to reflect on their learning and 
discuss this reflection with their instructor. Directions on how to schedule 
this meeting will be provided in the concept check. 

 

GRADING POLICY 

 

High scores will be taken for each assignment and quiz. Students are expected 
to complete each assignment at Mastery level (80%) or higher. 



Grades will be calculated as follows: 

Scores in each category will be added together and divided by total possible 
points for that category and then multiplied by the weight of the category. 

CATEGORY WEIGHTS 

• Quizzes = 30% 

• Projects = 30% 

• Artifact Analysis = 30% 

• Concept Check = 10% 

HONORS CATEGORY WEIGHTS 

• Quizzes = 20% 

• Projects = 30% 

• Artifact Analysis = 30% 

• Concept Check = 10% 

• Honors = 10% 

GRADE SCALE: 

 

 

 

 

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS 
PREREQUISITE SKILLS 

Before you begin, you should be able to: 

• Complete basic operations with a word processing software. 

• Complete basic operations with presentation software. 

• Perform online research using various search engines. 

Percentage Letter Grade GPA 

95 - 100 A 4.0 

90 - 94.9 A- 3.7 

87 - 89.9 B+ 3.3 

83 - 86.9 B 3.0 

80 - 82.9 B- 2.7 



• Communicate through email. 

CONTACT TECHNICAL SUPPORT 

 
1. Check the technical support webpage to see if your issue is listed. 

2. If your technical issue is not addressed on the technical support page 
then fill out a support ticket. 

 CMASAS HONOR CODE 

 

CMASAS is a virtual community where we want all who join our school to feel 
valued. As a member of our community you have a responsibility to help build 
this type of environment by following our school's honor code. The honor code 
is outlined in the Parent-Student Handbook but we have provided a brief 
overview below. 

https://www.cmasas.org/technical-support
https://www.cmasas.org/technical-support-contact


• Global citizenship: Students are responsible for good behavior in our 
virtual hallways, just as they are in a classroom or a school hallway. 
Always use a computer in a way that shows consideration and respect. 
You are not to use obscene, profane, threatening, or disrespectful 
language. CMASAS expects students to adhere to the local and country 
laws applicable to them. 

• Act with academic integrity: Integrity and authenticity of student work 
is something that we take very seriously at CMASAS. Do not cut, copy, or 
plagiarize internet content or the work of your online classmates. This 
includes any artificial intelligence tools. 

• Be mindful of copyrights: Just as copying someone's writing is 
considered plagiarizing, so is the act of using someone else's photo, 
comic, joke, or quote without giving proper credit to its creator or author. 

• Be kind: Communicate in a respectful and kind way, keeping comments 
and subject matter in posts appropriate. 

• Don't troll: Avoid hijacking conversation threads for personal gain or 
steering conversation toward off-topic subjects or personal attacks toward 
another user. 

• Be sensitive to privacy: Always limit your audience to a need-to-know 
basis. 

• Limit the spread of spam: Spam is the equivalent of junk mail that 
clogs email inboxes and offers little professional or personal value while 
potentially opening up the users to hacking. 

• Use proper spelling and grammar: Communicate with others using 
proper spelling and grammar. Save acronyms, web jargon, and shorthand 
for its prospective audience if it must be used at all. 

• Exercise self-control and open mindedness: All students should 
exercise self-control, think before speaking, and look for value in the 
opinions of others. 

• Be respectful: CMASAS requires that all comments made and opposing 
viewpoints expressed be done in nonconfrontational and respectful 
manner. 

• Consider consequences and protect yourself: Think about the social 
consequences of any publicly accessible online community forum or other 
program you interact with. 

• Follow school policies: All students must follow CMASAS school policies 
listed at the end of the Parent-Student Handbook. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 



Academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five 
values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. Supporting 
and affirming these values is essential to promoting and maintaining a high 
level of academic integrity. Each member of the academic community must 
stand accountable for his or her actions. As a result, a community develops in 
which students learn the responsibilities of citizenship and how to contribute 
honorably to their professions. 

The first responsibility for academic integrity lies with individual 
students and faculty members of this community. A violation of academic 
integrity is an act harmful to all other students, faculty, and the school. Deceit 
and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this 
academic institution and shall not be tolerated. Members of the CMASAS 
community are expected to foster in their own work the spirit of academic 
honesty and not to tolerate its abuse by others. This Academic Integrity Policy 
encompasses the duration of the student's enrollment with CMASAS. 

Students are expected to practice responsible and honest behavior. Acts of 
academic dishonesty will not be tolerated at CMASAS and typical offenses are 
listed but not limited to the following: 

• Copying material from other sources and claiming it as your own without 
citation. This includes any artificial intelligence tools. 

• Soliciting answers from other students, online forums, or search engines. 

• Intentional falsification or invention of date, citation, or other authority in 
an academic exercise. 

• Taking someone else's work or ideas as your own, with or without their 
consent, by incorporating it into your work without full acknowledgment. 

• Theft or alteration of materials. 

 


